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THE POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS.
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THE PACIFIC MAIL SUBSIDY.

The Supromaey of the
Eastern Seas.

SENATE.
Washington, March 12, 1872.

Mr. Shkrman, (rep.) or Ohio, from the Committee
oa Finance, reported adversely a bill to provide for
the refunding to State officers of the tax paid on
tbelr salaries. {Mr. Pratt, (rep.) or ino., asked unanimous con-
sent that the bill Bhould be placed on the calendar,
which was granted. He said the Bnpreme Court
had already deolded that the tax on tne salaries or
the State Judges was uncoustitutlonal, and he saw
no reason wny tne same principle should not apply
to all executive and administrative Slate officers.
Mr. Morrill, (rep.) or Vt., gave hotice that when

the bill should come be lore the Senate he would
VYinvA ti\ amoml If. art aa to nrnulrla lor rnfnn.tlno oil

the taxes collected during the war, as they had un-
doubtedly been very burdensome to the people.
(Laughter.)

a florida land JOB.
On motion of Mr. osbokn, (reft) of Fla., the bill

to grant the light of way to toe Gulf Southern Kail*
road in Florida was taken up.
Mr. Morrill, (rep.) ol Me., opposed the bill, and

aid that when the people should open their eyes to
the aotlon of Cougress since I860 in voting away the

Bubiio domain to railroad corporations tney would
b astonished and rndlguant and would call their

representatives to a strict account. 1'he bill was
passed.
Mr. Cameron, (rep.) of Pa., offered a resolution

asking tbe President to lntorm the Senate what
amount ol money has been expended by the governmentdaring the past three years for tolegraph
servioe, including cable despatches and tne rates
paid. Adopted.
Mr. Morion, (rep.) of Ind., presented a petition,

signed by 8,000 soldiers ot Indiana, for a modulestlonot the Homestead law and equalization of
bounties.
Mr. Wilson, (rep.) of Mass., Introduced a bill to

provide lor the erection of public buildings at Fall
stiver. 1
Mr. Ramsey, (rep.) of Minn., from the Committee

on Post Offices ana Post Itoads, reported a bill
authorizing the construction of a bridge at Bonneville,Mo.

BILLS WERE INTRODUCED
and referred, as follows:.
By Mr. Win noil, (rep.) of Miun..To prevent the

destruction of timber on lauds ot the United
Biates. It maltcs the cutting or destruction of such
timber, without tbe authority of a competent officer
01 the United btates, an offence punishable by Une
and Imprisonment not exceeding $2,000 and twelve
months.
Bv Mr. Corbktt, (rep. of Oregon.Providing that

all votes for Representative in Congress snail heref
alter be by written or printed ballot. , v

By Mr. Davis, (rep.) 01 West Va.For the relief
of Ohariiy Lodge or Masons, of Harper's Ferry. ,

By Mr. Johnston, (deni.) of Va..Providing lor
the payment ol claims lor rent arising In Btates declaredto be in rebellion; also to provide an adequatesupply or circulating medium lor the Btates
needing it. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury,
011 an application 01 the Governors of the States, 10
supply them Treasury notes to an amount which,
in connection with national bank notes already iurnishod.shall make $8 lor each Inhabitant, provided
real estate security is given lor the repaymeut ol
such sums in llfieen years.
The senate then resumed the consideration of

the
legislative appropriation hill.

The pending question was ou the amendment
repealing the law authorizing tne puullcaiiou oi tne
laws in the newspapers.

newspaper pap. c

Messrs. Pomkroy, trep.) of Kansas, and Nye,
(rep.) oi Nevada, opposed the amend meat.
Messrs. Carpenter, (rep.) of Wis., Flanagan,

(rep.) ol Texas, Logan, (tvp.) of 111., and CouBETr,
(rep. 1 ol Oregon, also opposed it.
Mr. Pomehoy moved to lay the amendment on

the table. Aareeu to.yeas 22. nays 21.
An amendment wa9 adopted appropriating $50,000

for tbe publication of the laws in newspapers.
Mr. Bdhlnds, (rep.) ol Vt., offered an amendment,providing that after the publication of the

laws of the present congress tne publication of the
laws in newspapers snail oeuse. Adopted.
An amendment waa offered raising the salaries

of the Assistant Secretaries, the second Corn n

iroller, the Register, the Auditor, the Commissioner
of customs and the Supeiwislng Architect of the
ireusury Department, the Assistant Postmaster
General, the superintendents of money orders and
of the foreign maiis, the Commissioner of the GeneralLand URlce, tne Commissioner of Penslous and
the Commissioner of Indian Affaire, to $4,000.
Mr. Sherman offered an amendment to the

amendment. Increasing the salaries of ail the heads
ol bureaus in the departments to $4,ooo. A motion
to lay the amendment on the table was lost,
Mr. Sawyer, (rep.) of S. C., moved to add the

Commissioner ol Education to the list. Agreed to.
Mr. Logan moved to add the Supervising Officer

of the Marine Hospital.
This gave rise to discussion, pending whicn the

Senate, at five P. M., adjourned.

HOUSE 07 REPRESENTATIVES.
Washington, March 12, 1372.

the goat island steal.
The bill granting to tne Central Pacific Railroad

Company the use or half the Island ol Yerba Hueno,
In the ltay of San Francisco, was taken up and discussed.
M*. Holm an, (dem.) of Ind., moved to lay the bill

on tne table.
Pending the vote by yeas and nay9 on that motion

the Spkaxeh called tne attention ol tho House to
the fact that yesterday, under the invitation to
members to scud op names of persons ta bo included
lu an amnesty bill, the name of Zebulon B. Vance,
of North Carolina, had been sent up. There had
been an implied obligation that no person should be
included who came within the i

category op kxckitional oasesIn the general bin heretofore passed t»y the House,namely, members of Congress or oillcers of the
Artuv ami Nuvy who had resigned and given aidand comfort to the rebellion. He was glad that hoaid not know who had seut up the name of Mr.Vance, nor lr»>m which side of the ilonsc it had
come. Tho question of that gentleman's relieffrom disability nad oeen a matter of some considers-tlon and discussion elsewhere, and tite chair regardedthe insertion ol his u&me as being lu viola-tlon ol good laith. lie believed it had been done iniguoiauoe of tue understanding o: the House. 1
«*r,cU.. .

,ueIn °i.N- L-> remarked that Mr.Vance did not coine wubln the category or exceptedc«m to whlcn tbo Speaker bad relerred. lie hadnot reelgnod ma seat as a member of Congress.The hi-bakbk said he must have been misinformed
on that point,
Mr. Brooks, (dem.) of N. Y., remarked that inconsenting to the "general siiunte," u that was a

proper word, he supposed that it included every,
body and ever/thing.

'1 he Bpbaker conid not see how Mr. Brooks could
so understand it alter the House voting twice not to
include ever/body.
Mr. Brooks suggested that the House was frequentlymore ohartlable atone lime tnau at another,
Mr. i'ottbr, (dem.) or N. Y., asked whether the

House had not instructed the Judiciary Committee
to bring In an amnesty bill. Including the names or
all who bad applied to Congress Tor relief.
The hpkakeh said it did not follow that the

House would pass such a bill.
Mr. Farnsworth, (rep.) of 111., remarked that

the disabilities of several men
WHO HAD BUN MKMBBR8 OF OONORRSS .t»

had been relieved.
The npbakbs said that all he had deatred to do

was to oail the attention of the House to the mattar.He had refrained from making the slightest imputationon auv gentleman, and ne presumed that
the thing had been doue without thought of previousaction of the House, lie was glad that he
(lid not know irorn what gentleman it canie, but he
begged that gentleman to withdraw the name.
Mr. Waudbll, (dem.) of N. (J., repeated the Intimationthat Mr. Vance had not resigned his seat as

a member.
l he si bairr remarked that it was well known,

nevertheless, that objection would have been made
to inserting the name of

ZBIlUMIN B. YANCBll it had been read to the House, lie regretted that
uis gentlemen who had sent up the name did not
now withdraw it.
tirli ,Y°?(dem.) of ind., said tie had under-

e *®n"«'uan who had sent up the namewas not prevention.i
repeated that he bad done hla entn?mattorn(ftmng lh? JbtiSBtion of the House tothe matter. He regarded it aa an abuse of the pnv-liege couierrea by the House, i

NEW YORi
The Bouse then proceeded to vote on Mr. Hotman'smotion, to lay the Verba Buena bill on the

table, and it was detested.yeas 76, uays 94, as follows:.
Ybab..Messrs. Aoker, Adams, Ambler, Arthur, Hank*,Beatty, Bigcs, Bingham, ilirJ, Hialrof Wo.. Braxton, BrightBuQinton,rablwell, Carroll, t'oburn, Crubs, Crocker, Cr s*

land, Davis, Uounan, Kinkclnburg, roster, Uar. eld, liableman.Hamhloton, Hancock, Handler, Hanka, liay of III.,Hereford. Ilern-.lon, llo'man, Kerr, Kllltnger, King, Hewla,
Hanaon, Marshall, McClelland, Mclntyre, MclClnney, Merrick,Monroe, Morgan, l'endleton, I'ottar, Price, Randall,
Bead, Klce of 111., Rice of Kv., Robinson, Roosevelt, Shanks,Smith of N. V., Snyder, tfpeer, of Pa., Sprague, Storm,
Stoucbton, Strong, Sw.inn, Terry, Truer, Upson, Van
Trutnp, WaddMl, WaltlroQ of Mtob., Wmteler, Williams of
I ml.. Wi.suii of Ind., Wilson of Oblo, Winchester nml
Wood.75.
N ays Messrs. Arerlll, Barry, Beveridge, Pigby, Blair of

Mich., Brooka of Mass , Brooks of N. Y., liuckley, Bur le'.t,Butler of Teon., Clark of M. Y., Cotighlau, Comtngo, Conger,Cotton, Crltchcr, 1 urrall, Dawes, Dickey, Ducll, Duke, Bunnell,hly, Karnsworth, Parwell, Kostei 01 Mich., k'rye, (larrett,(lets, iioodrtoh, Haley, Harper, Harris of Vu. Iiaven,
Hauler, ilayes ol Ala., Hazeitou of Wis., lloar, Hooper,Hou;hton, Kel.ev of Pa., Ketcbttm, Lamport, I.ausliic,Lowe. Lynch, McOrew, Melienry. Mc,111:11 in, McKee, Merriam,Mitchell, Moore of 111., Mor«y, Meyers, Neyley, Niblack,Orr, Paakard of Ind., Palmer, Peck, Perry 01 O lo,
Periy of N. Y., Peters, Ptatt, Poland, Rogers, Rusk, Sargent,Sawyer, Heeley, Sessions, Sheldon, Shoemaker, S ater, Slocum,Slosi, Smith of Ohio, Smith of Vt.. Saapp, Sneer of Oa.,Stowell, Sutherland, Sypher, Tntfe, Turner, Twitohe-ll, Voorbees,Wakemau, Warren, W ells, Wheeler, Wlllard and Williamsof N. Y 94.
The bill was thoo, 011 motion of Mr. Wheeler,

(rep.) or N. Y. recommitted to llio Committee on
the 1'aclflo Railroad, with liberty so to amend It us
to provide that within ouo month alter the passageof the bid the President of the United .Slates shad
appoint turtle Commissioners, who shall bo authorized,at tno expense of the Central l'acitto Railroad
Company, to bear the proois and allegations or a,l
parties interested in the subject ma tier ol the hill,iinilwhaMhn.il. within tlirim mnntl c afrup tholp uiv.

polntuieut, award sum bum for ttio
USB Of 8uch T1ALF OF TUB ISLAND

aa la granted by tne bill as they shall deem Jaat and
equitable, una whim award snail bo paid by the
Central 1'ncltlc Katlroau Compauy before It shall
avail itself 01 the giant.

Mr. Lbacq, (deai.) ot N. C., referring to the matter
ot ttie Amnesty bill, said that he was not in the ball
when tho Speaker brougnt up that matter, flo
avowed that it was he

wuo had sent cp tiib name
of Zebnlon It. Vance, and contended that he waa
perfectly justilled in dolug so, as it was In consonancewitu the views of uiue-tcutus ofthe people of
North Carolina, ana as tho House had already In-
eluded Mr. Vance in a bill of amnesty, with onlyeight or ten votes in the uegatlvo.

Mr. HisuuAM, (rep.) or Ohio, moved to reconsider
the vote by which tne bill was passed. Laid over.

THE CESSNA-MYKllS CASE.
The contested election ot Cessua against B. P.

Myers, trom the Sixteenth Congressional district or
Pennsylvania, was called up. and the resolution de-
during Myers, the Sitting member, entitled to the
seat was adopted without discussion or division.

Mr. Wukelkk entered a motion to reconsider the
vote recommitting the Verba Bueua bill, so as to
give the Committee ou the Pacific HaUroads control
of the bill to bring it before the House at any time.
Mr. holman moved to lay the motion to reconsideron the table. Negatived.yens 08, nays 79.

The bill therefore remains in the control of tho
committee.
The House then, at half-past two o'clock, went

into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Wheeler in the
chair, ou the

post office appropriation bill.
Propositions by Mr. Leonard Myers, ireo.) or

Pa., (o furnish lector carriers with uniforms at the
expense o( the government, and by Mr. Butler,
(rep.) ol Mass., requiring housenoldors to supply
boxes for the reception or mail matter, were discussedand rejected.
Mr. Wood, (deun.) of N. Y,, offered a formal

auieudment, and in his remarks criticised the statementsol Mr. Dawes a few days since as to the
receipts and expenditures

of the government for tho next coming flsoal year,
lie presented a tabular statement or toe uctual
rocoipts trom all sources for the first eight months
of the present fiscal year, ended Alaron i, 1872.
Tills includes receipts from duties, Internal revenueand miscellaneous sources, and amounts to
$250,$'J0, 883 5h, which, together with the balance at
the same ratio, would make a total lor tho present
llscal year of $375,704,832 88. Against this
the cxpcudltures, as estimated by the Secretaryof the Treasury, for the flsoal
yoar ending June 30, 1873, would ue
$301,705,030 op. This estimate included over
$28,ooo,o to on account ol the sinking tund, tho pay-
meat of the interest on the public aebc, Ac., and
Included about $8oo,ooo moro thau Congress would
vote for the improvement of rivers and harbors.
It would thus do seeu that there Would be a surplus
of over eighty-two millions. If $?5,ooo,ojo of this
Bhould be paid townids tne liquidation of the principalor the public debt it would leave

seventy-five million to be reduced,
from taxation. He proposed that this should be
taken oil the duties on iron, manufactures of iron,
tea, coffee, s.nt, coal and woollous; and also from
Internal taxation by the income lax and other sltnl-
lar sources of Income, lie also auimauverted upon
tne policy of the Secretary lu keeping so largo a
balance of casu on baud, wbioU now amounted to
over $174,ooc.ooj.

Mr. Dawes, ire p.) of Mass., roplled to Mr. Wood
and said that the latter had not controvortod n sinuleitem of what be (Mr. Dawos) had stated as loluo
expenditures of the government. The gentleman
from Now York (vir. Wood) had improved on the
gentleman lroin 1'cunsylvaui.i (Mr. Keller) by mote
than $ioj,oO',ooj in Ills estimate ol revenue, but he
asked the Houhu to consider whether It was exactly
wise to go on lu exiravag.iut expenditures with no
other resources to meet them than nn expected lu-
crease in the revenue. The Urst six months' ro-
ceipts or tUe current fiscal year multiplied by two
would give me year's receipm at $38>,uu ,ooo, oniy
$.j,'Mjo,oOj more than me Secretary of the Navy estl-
mated. I
A proposition by Mr. strong, (rep.) of conn., to

prevent any pruning wiuuevor on government
stamped enveloped wus discussed and rujectod.
Mr. Conger, (rep.) ot Mien., from the Committee

on Commerce, oilered an amendment increasing
tne suoaiuy lor tire

mail skkvick to china
to $100,000, provided that tno service shall be semimonthlyand in snips or American construction.
Mr. Holman made a point or order on the amendment.
The Chairman overruled the point of order.
Mr. IIolman appealed from the decision of the

Chair, and tuo decision was maintained by a very
large majority,
Mr. Hahuknt, (rep.)of Cal., spoke la favor of the

amendment, and showed the great importance of
developing steamship commerce with China ana
Japtu. lie predicted that u this subsidy were made
the stenmshlp service woutd do Immediately increasedto three trips per month without further
expense to the government, and in two
years to weekly service. lie stated that
the subsidy paid by the English government
to the oriental Steamship Company was juso,ooo,
or $2,260,000 a year, and ne showed that the amount
of revenue derived Irom the trade with china carriedon through the Pacific Mail Steamship Companymore tnan compensated the government lor
the subsidy paid to It.
Mr. Wood, while admitting the great Importance

of maintaining the PaciUc Hue or steamships, telt
compelled, In the interest of the people, to oppose
the amendment. He characterized it as wroug in
principle and dangerous in practice.
Mr. Brooks dtfiered from his colleague and spoke

In lavor oi the amendment. The question wus a
struggle between

tue united states and great britain
as to wnich snould have the trade of 036,ooo,o0o peopleIn China, Japan, India, Ceylon, Borneo and Sumatra.Croat Britain appropriated $j,ouo,ooo for
her subsidized Hue of steamers to tnose countries.War was not carried on by arms
alone. There were wars more dignified and
xar more noble. Tuoso were the wars
or snips, of commerce, of trade, of navigation, in
the struggle lor the supremacy of the ocean Britannianow ruled the wavos, and it was only tms
country that o -ulct wrest the trident from her grasp.
It was a war with Great Britain for the trade of
000,000,000 human beings, and his feelings prompted
linn to Rtnud on the side of this country. It had
beeu his fortune or mfstortuue 10 see the struggle
that was going on on those seas. The
American nag ou trie Tacllio Company's steamships
already floated Irom aau Francisco to Yokohama
ana from the inland seas of Japan to China and
irom there almost 10 the very gates of I'ekin. That
company's steamers ran wituout uny appropriation
irom tno government as far north as uakodadl,
with a tendencv to stretch towards the Uussiati
sea. ilc bcirged the House, without any distinction
of party, to too* upon the question, not alone us a
question ol money or o( subsidy, but as a struggle
tor

TI1E SUFKKMACY OF TDK HASTERM 6 HAS.
Such was the superiority ol those ships; snch the
superiority ol American sailors and captains, that,
If this line were not allowed to be overborne by the
hnglish subsidized Hues there was the strongest.el.of among Americans in those Kasiern countries
that if tue I'aciOe company got less than half or the <
subsidy paid to the Oriental tine by Great itrltain, i
the American flag would float triumphantly througnad those Kasiern seas and bring to the ports ol tills '

country tne trade uf tU6,u00,00u people. \
.Mr. Kkhii, ot. m.i ol Iod., argued against the <

amendment auu against the whole system of sub' i
sidles. I

Mr. Garfield, (rep.) or Ohio, advocated the
amendment. He suid that the word subsidy was, <
ho had no doubt, a liaieiul word In the ears ol the t
American people. When the ameudment nud been 1first proposed lit the Committee on Appropriations 1
every seuttuieni that lie cherisheo had led htm Its oppose It; but after a very curolul consideration 1lie had reached the conclusion that it was hts duty ito support tne proposition; still lie should hold to tbis general opposition to subsidies as a policy to be iadopted; he believed that there were such <special facta surrounding the question of trade i
on tli© Piciflo Ocean that Conurcsa i
dare not, In Hie view of the situation, 1neglect it. All the civilization of tue world hadcrystallized around the same great sea. 1 no Moll- i
terraneaa had been the centre on which all tnogreat inovemeuts or the ancient una modern wotidhad been grouped. The step winch marked tnoboundary between ancient and modern history was
tho passage beyond the Mediterranean as a centre
to the Atlantic Ocean aa a centro. w hen the human
race left

GREECE, ROME AND CARTItAOE
It made tno Atiautlc ocean tlio new centre of activity.and on that sea the great lorces of modern
civilization were now at play; but mere was to i>«
lu the great new future another historic sea.the
third and last in tue history of the world's works.
That sea was to be the Tactile Ocean. Just now the
wbolo current of public thought and of national
activity was turning to that mighty sea, and the
question was who should bo its possessor f who
ibould control it7 We hsd helplessly lost, ff. Inleed,we ever had control, of tne Mediterranean Sea,
and. for the tins bum*. us feared that we uad aiaa

K. HKKALL), WEDNESUA
lost control of the Atlantic Ocean; but we still hi
our band on

TUB MANK or TUB PACIFIC OCRAN.which we could ride as a mighty steed, but we we
10 dauber of being thrown troin our place. ir ti
government did jiot give some help we snoutd lo
our grasp on tUai mighty oncoming couiuier
which was opening up. Never had there been
time in the histor* or any nation when such a pro
pect was open.when such a future was within 1
grasp to be seized and saved. For the->e reasons
was ready to make this case an exception, and
say mat, in this great htstorlo sea or the future, Hi
country should be tho chief ruler aud controllerIts mighty worlds,

r Mr. IlUTLVft, (rep.) of Mass.. opposed the amern
roent, and said he did not propose to deal wit
words, but with things. All the money which wei
Into the Treasury was wrung bj taxation from tli
people for tlie purpose 01 carrying ou neir goveri
mont, and lor no other purpose. Congress had u
right to appropriate any oi it for tno advantage <
any other cause, however good, however high, how
ever noble, and cerluinly it hail no right to appri
priate any of it for lite beuetlt or private Bpecuh
Hon,
Mr Uiwua /wan \ t\f Mnaa a/itiAdu ln/1 tl»A nmnn/

inent, and did so, he said, us a supplement to in
remarks which he had made last Friday. In lccl
lug lor tho mean* by winch to realize (lie unticip:
Hons of the gentleman irom New York (Mr. Wooi
mid the gentleman irem Pennsylvania (.Mr. Keliejhe knew ot no such judicious and proper approprlctton or money as tnal which would add to the ohat
nelsot trade and gather into the custom House <
this country those revenues which would otherwi*
go to other nations to enrich uicir treui
uries, their households and their people. N
man could stand on the whan at San iranclsc
ann see one ol those magnificent steamers coine i
with its treasures irom the East tnat would othei
wise hare louud their way to European ports, amthen see It go out, taking back the products of th
uiuuursctutes and industries ol this country t
those new markets without being impressed wit
the great truth that coinmerco is not all on on
sido. that every dollar's worth which we take t
other ports

CO VIES RACK TO US IN ANOTHER SHAPE
and enriches us; that commerce enriches those wh
engage In it on thd one side and on the other. H
would go not tor tnls subsidy alone, but for ever,
Juulclous expenditure ot money which might b
proposed for bounties to flsliermou ou tue Easteri
coast. (mis last rem,irk was directed to Mr. millet
ot Massachusetts.) Tuere was, as me eentlemai
from New York had salJ, a mighty sir us
glo as to whether all the treasures of th
Kust should come through American ports, to l><
distributed among our people and taken In en
change lor products, or wuether they should b
carried to us through European ports. He couli
not agree with the gentleman lroin Indiana (Mi
broo.ts) that wo suould build uo ships, open no har
bors, erect no custom houses, expend no money t
contribute to increase the oowmerceof tho country
or that we should

LOOK FOH THAT PRIMITIVE STATU
where we should be free irom all tne regulation
and rules of trade, and from all the laws of com
mcrce and industry. He could not consent to
back to tuat condition of things even under the oo
gone reasoning of the gentleman from Indiana.
The dlsonssion was further continued by Mr

Krllby, of Pennsylvania, In favor of the amend
monk and by Messrs. LIoi.man. and Kerr egains
it. The latter said that the supremacy o
England on the ocean was due, not to ner policy o
subsidies, but to her rational and sensible policy o
free trade.tree trade In snips, free trade in Iron, li
cotton, in woollen, and even In pig iron.
WIMiuut disposing of the amendment the commit

tee rose, aud the llouso, at a quarter to live o'clool
adjourned.

THE CUSTOM HOUSE INQUIRY.
General Hillyer's Letter on Porter or Parke
and Leel's Detail.How the New York ConventionWas Managed.Paying for Their

Honors.Leet's Threat to Grinnell.
That Dinner at Willard's.

Washington, d. g., Marcn 12,1872.
Tho Senate Cu9iora llouso Committee resumet

their examination this aitemoon.
a letter rrom ueuerai muyer, uated March 0, wai

reaJ, in wntch ho says ho regards it aa utterly lm
material to the lssuea under the constdoratloi
or the committee how long he remuluea li
the service or when Mr, Leet was at
tached to General Grant's headquarters ai
clerk, as at General Porter's special reques
the committee permitted that seutleman to testirj
concerning certain records on these subjects ant
make his comments thereon. General HUlyer re
gnrded it as due to hiiuseir, as well as to the Jus
bearing of such testimony, that the oommitte<
should be In possession or the exact (acts In th«
case, lie then proceeds to give them at length
stating that ho (General Ulllver) leit Vicksburg
week or two beloro the surrender or that place
owlag to iho fact that he was disabled from sorvtc
by sovcro attacks or rheumatism, and did so unde:
direction of the medical director. Although he wa
not literally at the fall or Vicksburg, he was then
durtug all the offensive operations of the siogc. It
knew nothing or

tdk dat! op lbkt'h detail.
bnt knew It was not customary at headquarters t
made a permanent detail of clerks until their fltnes
was tested by trial. For reasons stated by Hillye
the date or the detail cited by Porter was no evl
dence to Illllycr's mind that that was the time Lee
Joined headquarters; on the contrary, It Is evidenc
he was at headquarters on trial for some time be
tore, tie concluded as follows:.

i iiaiea id ray lesumony id new ion mat my impmiio
was that L*et was detailed upon (he recommendation o
General Parker. If the stenographers reported me as say in
General Porter they misunderstood me. I ncrer saw c
beard of General Porter until he joined the staff of Gem
ral Grant during the latter part uf the wai
I regret that Porter did not consult wit
President Grant before testifying. l do nc
suppose the President could hare informed Porter w&ei
Leet became a clerk at headquarters, but he would have li
formed him that I did not leave Vtckiburg upon the takin
effect of my resignation. I was not aware until I rend Gen
eral Porter's positive testimony that 1 left the army and wen
to SL Louis to practise law. My own reooUectlou was that
came to Mew York for that purpoae.

TOWNLBY'8 TESTIMONY.
Ttifl examination of William U. Townley, assistan

appraiser at New Yore, was resumed. He teatlflei
at length on the subject of damages, which wer
principally on green and dried I rules, spices am
coffee. The witness, in answer to a question, salt
It woald be nnwlse to abolish the Damag
Bureau. He tcstifleu that James M. Thompsoi
came Into General Palmer's office to seel
patronage: witness did not hear all the conversation
immediately utter Mr. Tnompson left Genera
Palmer told witness what Thompson's business was
tliat ho wanted a place, but would not be likely ti
get it or any other, because he (General Palmer) die
not believe Thompson to be honest; General Palmei
lurt her informed witness that Thompson had salt
he could make arrangements witn merchants b'
which iioth he and General Palmer

COULD MAKE A GREAT DKAL OP MONET
If Palmer would allow higher rates of tonnage thai
were claimed. Witness gave from recollection th<
contents of a memorandum of conversation betweei
Palmer and Murphy, with regard to James Corn
gan, a packer in the Appraisement office, whict
memorandum was taken down In short
hand and written out by request o
Palmer. It appears that Murphy stud thai
Corrlgan, who was a member of the Eloventh DistrictRepublican Association, made a speech, in
which lie took ground against printing the roll of
the district association. JobuV. Uridley, who procuredthe place 'or corrlgau, took offence at this,
sod was anxions to have him removed. Murphy
was not willing to nave Corrigau removed, and
mentioned tnls fact to the President. Palmer said to
Murphy so long as

CORRIOAN WAS A GOOD REPUBLICAN
and performed his duties faithfully he would not
remove htm. In speaklug about the approaching
New York convention, Mr. Murphy said the President'sdesire was (hat the heads of the different departmentsshould work as a unit and exercise the
same Influence in the convention, and that somethingsnonld bo done by them collectively toward
the setoction of delegates; witness recollected GeneralPalmer's statement to be that Murphy said that
rich men ought to bo kicked out, so that they might

rA i BUAnoinu run mi uuiwk
or going to tlie convention; the recollection of wit*
a CHS was that Murphy said that Governor Woodford
iron the President'!! candidate for Coventor; James
I'erwilllger coming in said that Horace Qteeley
irottil be a good candidate; having been asked if
General Tanner had informed wituess that Murphy
luted to Palmor that the President wished
;uo retention of Corrlgan, the witness said
lis recollection was that Murphy said tho President
lesired mat Corrlgan should be retained, lie would
not, however, be certain, but General Palmer some
nue ago bad the memorandum, which General
Palmer could produce If summoned, and
thu the witness would prefer. witness
icstined as to tne manner of examining
foods, making the general asaortlon that
tie facilities lor committing robberies were very
iinail. The cording and sealing of packages, how*
:ver, did not afford protection against theft, asgooda
might oe abstracted without auy apparent disturbniceof the cords and seal. Small articles are most
ikcl.y to be plundered, such as scarfs, handkerchiefs
inn gloves: but when sucn things occur It Is very
HQlcult to discover the offenders.

'OMMI-SION MKKCllANT fiWFARS.
George W. White, a commission merchant or New

Vork, swore that he became acquainted with
Uoionel Lect in beotemiier, i«s4. home iirno In the
montn ot May, 18««, Leet sbowod him a letter from
President Urant. From nIs lirst conversation with
l.ect in April, lsfiti, he supposed Lcet was to get the
general er ier business, and that It had been promisedby Collector Gnunuli. Lcet also Informed himlie had

, _
niNKD WITH COLLFCTOR ORIKNBLLand Generals Porter and Uabcock and several New

;.0,'"J1rJ? ttt WUiard's Hotel. Isret subsequently.p<?" h'in *l his house In New York, the
wim J??!,'!? t0 ,meet a gentleman, Mr. Jenulugs,ailnnt .hi ... f ,ve h'm practical informationf.V u. Sh i° °T,ler business and lutroduceJl" nrsl miormed collectorGrinneli of his appointment and brought him hisnonmlaainn ana iMf staled to wiLnoaa afiar ma

Y, MAKUH 13, 1872-TBlfI
id I Interview with Grinnell, that there were iBfluenoee

at work to divide the business into email portions;but Leet renmrketl that he woe uroing to have it all.
re and told Urwnell iliat If ho could not get ll> all
lie iromhituhe
SO WOITLD HAVE ANOTHER COLLECTOR
ce who would give it to him; i,eot thought the letter
a from tuo President was equivalent to the procuring
«- of the general order business; Leet said Grloncll
ts offered lum $5,000 a year It he would abandou his
ie application for that business and stay whore he
to was.
is Being cross-examined by Senator Pratt witness saidof ; he would not be certain that the dinner at Wiiiard's

was before or after Grlnnell's appoiutmeut, but had
]. au Impression that it was alter; as to
hI I.EEl'S THREAT TO OR1NNKLL,it Leet simply contented himself with repeating it
te to the witness, woo loit no particular interest in the
l- mutter, as it was a republican light. Having been
io asked whether it did not appear strange to nun that
>f Leet should make such a tiirout to a man of Mr.
r- Uriuneli'g standing witness replied that a man
(\_ miirht am n ii-i -m

O-'- oaj Iiiwu II1UUJ tlllllgB 1U iuu spirit Ol upi-preneruied disappointment. It struck him IrouiLeet's representation that Mr. Urmuell himself
1- would give lnra trie $5,oou.
ie In reply to bonator Bayard, the witness said that
; Mr. Loot cxtuolted to him only a single letter,
i- namely, that Irom the President: It was at his
1) second interview with Air. Leet mat be (Leet) toriformed him that me matter of his getting the
t- general order business was settled at
l- TUB DINNCK AT WILLABP'S HOTKI,
if at which Mr. ttriuuell, Uenerals Porter and Baboock
e ami others were presout.
r bonator Uassorly also cross-examined the witness,
o who said that, from conversation with Mr. Leet, he
o Inlerreu tuat he (Leet) was wed endorsed at the
n Wntte House; this was in May, 1*69.
> y. Did you understand what particular toilterest Generals Porter and UabcooK had to the
o getting of the general order business r
0 Witness.i did not.
it The committee then adjourned until to-morrow
e afternoon, at ono o'clock.
°

OUR SHIPPING INTERESTS.
e

e
1 Interesting Report to Congress by
f. Secretary Robeson.
e

e Protection of Home Manufactures and Steamship
; Subsidies Recommended.How England
0 urew ureai.m# ureat Departments

or Indurtrjr Interdependent
* The following report wlH be presented la the
a House of Representatives to-day

*
. _

Navt Dbpabtmbnt, March 4,1871BiB-On the Uth of March last the Senate adopted the fol1lowing resolution
That the Secretary of the Davy be directed to eomoranlteate to the Senate such proposals, if anr, as may hare been

f made to him for eatabllahing Iron ship building yards andi docks, to economise expenditure in the nary, and to aid InJ restoring commerce, with auch explanation*, suggestions11 and recommendation* aa bo may deem advantageous to theU government, In couneotlon with that subject."In part reply to tbla reao.utlon I had the honor to plaoe bet-fore the Seuate on the 14th ot April the only proposals of this
r character which bad then been received, and to state what' aeemed to be tbelr advantages.

That communication will be found In Executive Doeument
go. 10, tlrat aeaalon forty-second Congress. Its eloslng senucoIs

"I will hereafter sndesvor to suggest, in obedtenee to yourresolution, some system to be perfected under your deliberationsior the establishment of lines of ocean steamersadapted, as far as may be, for commerce In time of peace.
If and for a naval militia in time of war."

In further oompllanoe with this resolution I now have thehonor to place before Congress suoh facts,"explanations, suggestionsand recommendations" ss I have been enabled to
gather upon the subject of restoring our foreign commerce,as far aa may be, to an advanced position relatively to the
commeroe or other nations.
TUK IlXOLIMB or OUB SUIPBUII.DINO AND THE METHOD

or BEOOVXBINO IT.
Ths acquisition of- California stimulated a demand for

Suloker sailing qualities than had been before known uponle ooean. The talents of our shipbuilders at once suppliedthese qualities In the form of American clipper ships, whichfur speed and eea qualities are aa yet unequalled by any for1elan-built vessels. It waa the sweep of these clipper shipswhich stimulated the building oi screw vessels, which by a
constant though slower rate might accomplish their voyages3 with more regularity In time.
In Great Britain ship timber had become so scarce andreached so high a value as to Induce the making of experllmenu with Iron, in the hope that It would supply la the

struolure and use of shlos a substitute more economical andI more durable. The experlmenU have been successful and
have met the growing necessities of their case.
Timber with us was and is abundant and Us nrloe comJpsratlrely low. While it continued the material for ships

, the advantage was with us; but the eucoeasful IntroductionII of iron bae been to us a temporary reverse, not because of
r our inability to apply It with equal success to ocean purposes,
, but because we were engaged at tbe time In the more Impor*tant and Imperative duty of sustaining the life and unity of

the nation.
i ncse secured, we now nave lime 10 taxe advantage or the' Improvements which science and art hare Introduced Into

) the means or ocean transportation, and with the advantageof learning by the experience and utilising the results or
3 others we can now make our advance more rapid, leas costlylu outlay and more remunerative lu returns.
' TUB FIRST NBOKBBITV.TO BtiII.I> UOOIl SHIPS.
El The tlrst necssslty at this time Is the production of shipsequal, or superior 11 possible, to those now engaged In ocean
' service To admit an Incapacity on our part to produoe
0 these under equally favorable circumstances would be to

cast unmerited discredit upon American mechanics, whoser Intelligence and Industry have been evidenced in all arts, and
,g lu none more than In the art of shipbuilding.

Under any adequate and sustalued system of encourage9ment, steamers or reliable strength, as beautiful In form, as
n perfect in sea qualities and relative speed as were our clipperships, would be produced as rapidly as proper and profitableroutes could be determined upon, and thus the hrst

movement for the restoration of commeroe under our own
Hag would be securely made.

0 The great commercial successes of nations have always
_ bseu secured by government encouragement In some form,s and our own earlier euooessea are the best illustration of the
r principle.

Our political fathers, realising the value of our extended
Atlantic coast line Indented with noble harbors and looking

it to the development of Its advantages and to the prosperityof the great commercial communities which were to grow6 up thereon, and understanding the direct and collateral advantagesto be derived in peace and war from establishing and
fostering the art of shipbuilding as one development of the
resouroea an abilities of our people, gave to this art the

n fullest protection by a total exclusion of foreign ehlps from
>f our flag.
g The simple facts that In the period from the adoption of
ir these laws to 1IM1 we exceeded other nations lu the speed
l- and eea qualities of ships, and that our commerce increased
r. wltb an unprecedented rapidity are evldenoe of the wisdom
h of these laws.
it The introduction of new material* and mode* of propslaelon at e time when higher duties than those of extending
i- trade occupied our attention, and the temporary precedence
g over us gained by others sbonld not be counted reaaena for
i- discouragement, but incentives to action, that we may regain
it our place in the first rank, and make our flag once mere an
1 assurance of exoeiltnce in the ehlpa over which it la displayed.

Our first endeavor, then, should be to etlmnlate the bnlldlngin our own walera by our own workmen of the ships that are
* necessary to establish our oommeroe. but which a wise policy1 forbids us to procure abroad. To thl* end we muet, hrst of
8 ail, determine upon and provide the meana of aoconspliebing
J this as cheaply as possible. The first step in this direction
1 seems to be the creatioo of large and oommodioua building
. yards, advantageously situated with reference to the ready" and cheap supnly of the great bulk of the necessary mate*rial, and so arranged as to unite in one estaoiishinent all tha
' means and appliances required to convert this material,1 through all Its necessary processes and applications, into
1 ships, under one organised system, single, direot and har.monloue from the Inception, and Involving but one profit toX the producer.
, buch establishments, of course, oannot be produoed with'out some action ou the part of tbe government to eucourage
\ the necessary aggregation of capital and to secure tts results
1 to some extent lu return for the national enterprise in wbioh
f it Is embarked. *

If in addition to any aid given In this direction, Congress
should also be willing, In order further to encourage the de.velopment and employment of oar own resources, to give, for

* a limited term of years, a general return or bounty to the
' American shipbuilder and owner upon the American mate1rials and articles used In the construction and outfit of shipsof an amount equal to the duties upon light material* and
I articles if Imported, 11 is obvious that a great impulse would

be given to the maunfaeture and nse of each aritcle
, required, since II these duties now amount to prohibition on
, the use of foreign materials and articles, their amount would
' be a liberal measure of tne encouragement necessary to pot

tbe American producer on an equa lly with his foreign com-
petltor. I
TUB MBXT KBOKSB1TT TUB B8TA1U.IBHMBMT OF PBOPBB

BOUTSS.
But though the building of good ships is th* first necessity

It is by no means ad.
The mere building and possession of ships will not re satab- '

llsh commerce. Tbelr use must be properly directed and en- 1
coursged UDon some consistent system In harmony with the <
laws or trade and upon fixed routes, selected with reference 1
to the use and development or our home resources and tb* I
opening, approptiallng and securing of tbe most desirable «
foreign markets and sources of suddIv. These nrtnolnlsa. if f
ool evident are readily illustrated.
Within the limits or our country are embraced nearly all I

tbe productions which mlnlater to the necesiltlea ot the hu- '
man race; the internal exchange of theie products, when a
measured by a money ralue, reach a sum lar greater than a
the foreign commerce of several of the largest maritime na> n
tiona, if concentrated, would amount to. y
But domestic trade cannot alone gfve power and greatness a

to a nation. If it could, China would now be at the head of b
elTibtatleA II
The simple exchange of one product for another adds little gto nationut riches, but the convenience which such an ex- n

change affords permits of divisions of labor, which division* pif pursued, produce greater perfection in each art and a con- si
sequent reduction In cost, tbua affecting national wealth by ei
an accumulation of profit, and Influencing Individual com- u
fort ana happiness by greater facilities of obtaining not only
the accessaries but the luxuries of life. 01

It 1s by a contluued devotion to these elmple principles, by tl
a constant dividing and subdividing of the kinds of labor re- ri
quired In the pursuits of agriculture, mechanical arts and
manufactures, that their products are reduoed In cost to form w
profitable articles of exchange, and that one nation exoeeds 01
another In development end wealth in proportion to the ad- U
vantages gained by such Improvements. b
By the devotion wbtoh England to this manner has given s<

to manufactures and the mechanlo arte, especially to those
ol manufsclurfng fabrle and to the art of Shipbuilding, she d
has risen to that commanding position in the world's affairs c<
that nations depending on home trade only can never attain. a<
Oue of England's ablest writers (Mill's "Commerce De- I

fended," p. 8#i says"Tne commerce of one country with t<
knottier i» merely an esieusion 01 \am% uivwuu ui iaour ny c<
wblob so many benefit* are conferred upon the human race, o
aa tb* fame country te rendered richer by the trade of one A
province with another, ae lie labor become* tbue Infinitely
more productive than It could otherwlee have been; and aa ai
tbe mutual eupply to each other of all the accommoda- ei
tlon* which one province haa and another wanta w
mu ttpllee the accommodatlona of tba whole, and Iba ai
country become* tbue. In a wonderful degree,
more opulent and happy.the earn* beautiful train or ci
conee<|iieacea la observable In the world at large, thai great in
empire of wnlch the kingdoms and tribe* of men may be re- Hi
garded aa tbe province*. In thl* magnificent empire, too. ci
one province I* tarorabla to tbe production of one ipeciet of ci
accommodation and another province In another. By their
mutual Intercourse they are enabled to eort and dletrlbut* w
their labor as most peculiarly anil* the genius of each spot. *<
The labor of tbe human raca tbue becomes much more pro- tt
dticlive, and every species of accommodation 1s afforded in A
much greater abundance. The a»me number of laborer*
whote effort* might have been espended in producing a very
Insignificant quantity of bome-made luiurlea inay thus pro- p
due* a quantity or article for asportation accommodated to c
the wants or other places, and wblob wld purchase in return II
an accumulation of tbe 1usuries of every quarter of the v
globe." o
The Influence of foreign commerce Is to add immenealy to v

the convenience and napplness of lb* working olaaaeee and
to ereatt new aouroes of enjoyment to the opulent. It mul- t
mvuim ohuneni the article* of necesallv and of 1usury, ]

fi SUEki'.
ststsftsr.icsftts sss^slife than he can acquire by huh wages and a couaeqiuialscarcity of production with enhanced prices. It orint'nation after nation Into more Intimate relation and knowledge of the other'* art*. Institution* and people, umulateienterprise and Invention, and tend* to establish on Drmeifoundation* the harmonle* and blessings of peace.It appear* an order In creation that one country shouiobare In abundance that with wnleh another I* scantily or notat all supplied, that their mutual relationship and dependsnotshould the sooner and more permanently be established bycommunication orsr ocean highways. The United btales,beyond any country, sesm fitted by Prorlclence to sustain a
commeroe In this manner with other nations. Producing, In
excess of domestic wants, ootton, timber, wheat, corn, coal,ores of Iron, copper, lead, sine, slirer and gold, they can,from the** natural resources, with slight exertion, secureprofitable commercial relation* with th* world; and to thesegreat natural produots are added thoee of the meohanlo arts,of labor-saving machinery, now In demand aot only In allcivilised, but In most of the saiul-clnllxed and even barbarouscountries.manufactures of cotton, of wool, of silks, of wluvsand spirits, In e&uh of whloh, If proper enoourairement is
given, tney can compete In rorelgn markets to adranUgswith the oldest and moat advanced of foreign nations.ho propositi n of economic sctenoe Is better establishedthan that the complete development ot the meohanlcal Industriesof the country Is as dependent upon foreign markets asthe productions or agrloulture Itself. When the cost or eltbelU increased by any cause beyond the cost of production Inother countries, the markets of the world are e.oaed againstus on the simple around that we are underbidden In all thosecountries to wbKh ther bare access and ws have not.Cheap transportation Is an element of eheap production.On this principle we have reclaimed the great valleys of theMississippi and Mlasourl rivers and tilled all our mountainregions with hardy workmen. And by Insuringrapid and cheap transportation ror our produots we help ournational Ingenuity and industry, wllnout reducing theirhome value, to a fair footing to compete In the markets ofthe world.
The relation uf tranaportlon and production is illustrated

In Kngland with peculiar force la respect to Its domestto
industries and foreign commerce.
Upon ootton, one of the surplus products of onr agriculture,a great portion of the commerce of Great Britain rests,and In Its manufacture Ilea one of the ohlef sources of employmentin that oonntrv, embracing, In thla one division oflabor, not less than twelve bundled thousand of her people.
It has, too, built up nearly every otber mecbanlo art, and

caused the Increase of her ocean commerce to the exclusion
of our own. It may, therefore, be advantageous to brolly
note the progress or k.ngland's ootton manufacture, its directconnection with her Imports end exports and the rise
(herewith of her lines or steamships.But lltue more then a oenturr hae elapeed since the weavin|of outtoo wae oommeaoed fa England, and down to 1779
an entire cotton fabrlo had not been made: the weft, or
transverse tbreada of the web only were or cot)on, the
warpa, or longitudinal thread!, we re of Unen yarn importedfrom Germany and Ireland. The weareri were ditpereed In
ooltagee throughout the oountry, furnished themselves with
the woop and weft, and, when woven, carried them to
market. Up to 1791 her entire supplies of raw ootton were
derived from the Bast Indies. Ia that year 189,DM lbs. of
ootton were received from the united States (the ttiet ever
shipped) and 38,617,020 lbs. from India.
In the same year tbe total Imports and exports of Great

Britain of all descriptions were
Imports $95,847,887

And Exports 110,348,783
Making a total foreign commerce of $306,690,649

In 1798 her Imports of ootton were (pounds) 11,889,641
Her Imports of all descriptions..,. $135,110,763Her exports of all descripUons 163,939,134
Making a total foreign commeroe of $398,089,886

In 1818 her imports of ootton were (pounds)...... 177,382,188
Her Imports of alldescrlptlons $178,849,899And exports of all kinds 258,062,322
Making a total commeroe of $489,913,331

In 1888, the advent of transatlantic steamships,the Imports of ootton were (pounds) 607,850,577
And the total Imports of all kinds $390,413,690Tne exports and re-exports 606,831,307
Making a total foreign commeroe of $798,743,897The impulse wnloh the various Imes of ocean steamer*

gave had increased her manufactures so rapidly that In ten
years thereafter, thaS Is in 1848, her Imports of ootton were
713,030,161 lbs. Of Ibis, 600,347,488 lbs. came from tbe United
States, and only 113,173,678 lbs. from all other sources
Her imports or all descriptions reached $453^88,100
And her exports 733,800,994
Making a total foreign commeroe of $1,186,688,804

In 1868 her imports of ootton were, from the
United btates,lbs 1,116,890.008

From all other souroea 876,048,144
Making n total Import of cotton of (pounds). 1,890,938,768The suspension of our exports of ootton during the war

was a oalamlty so great In England that It was, and alwayswill be, known as ^'tbe cotton famine." The greatest exertionswere made by associations and by the government to
create other sources of supply; but with tbe resumption of
our cotton exports, one after another of these new sonrces
have failed, from iaabllltv to compute In quality and price,and by this restored aid from us In the reproduction of our
cotton the total foreign commerce of Great Britain amounted
In tbe year 1869 to $2,864,596,479, and, according to the latest

Bubllshed statement, ha* reached in tbe present fiscal year
te enormous sum of $3,910,1)90,900. The aggregate of the

world's commeroe for the last fiscal year has been estimated
at $9,387,000,000, and it is thus seen tliat Great Britain enjoy*about one-third in the amount of these vast transactions,and that her commerce has grown with her Importationfrom us of cotton, and its manufacture and
extension of sale through the means of rapidand cheap Intercourse, created by the establishment
of steamship lines upon routes wbloh connected her main
outuorta with the chief commercial cities or the world.
The aid of every governmenal Interest and the Influence

of every governmental department was directed to the same
great end.
The experiment of using steamers for mall service was

maae by the British Post OBice as early as 1831, from Holyheadto Ireland and from Dover to Pranoe; but it was not
until 1833 that oontraots were made with Individuals or companiesfor other services.
In 1887 tbe first line to the Mediterranean was formed. In

1888 transatlantic steam communication was demonstrated,and established under contract with Gunard In the following
year. In 1843 the East India and other lines were established.and so on to others. In 1864 the svstem was deemed
nearly perfect. There ha I then been created fifteen different
lines, ostensibly for mall purposes, but which really girdled
the world witn a commercial belt, requiring at the commencement118 steamers, having an aggregate of upwards of
14U.0U0 tons and navigated by 8,187 manners. The routes
were so well chosen that tbe number of steamers on nearlyall have been doubled to meet the demands of commerce.
These steamers have been built under inspection to snli
them tor naval purposes If requirod; and in the Crimean and
East Indian wars ihey were called upon and performed-mostefficient naval service.

In expression ot this policy It was declared as a principleby the British government that tbe Importance of an efficient
system ot ocean steam communication was not to be measuredby the prolll or loss which should dlreotly attend it, but
by the commercial prosperity and defensive power It would
give the nation.
In an elaborate report of a treasury commltteo of ParliamentIt was declared "unreasonable to expect that any personor association of persons should Inour the expense and

risk of building steamers, forming oostly establishments and
opening new lines of communication at heavy outlay of capital,without some security or atd from tbe government." In
this spirit England made the contracts before referred to at
a yearly expenditure for tbe service of $5,168,318, and has
paid sfnee then in the aggregate to sustain It the sum of
896 790 940.
Large as this outlay has been the wisdom which Inauguratedand oontlnued the policy has been demonstrated by Its

wonderful success. When her manufscturtng policy commenced,in 1781, her totsl commerce wss but $306,696,64111It bed oeen increased st the time steamships assumed an importantfeature In Its further progress, In 1838, to the amount
of $798,748,867, and by the sucoessful subdivisions ot labor
In manufactures and the extension of commercial markets
made by these steamship lines It has reached, at the olose of
and for the last fiscal year the sum of nearly three billion
dollars,
Tbe career of England 1s thus briefly alluded to, booause,to a certain extent, ours must necessarily be similar In its

progress. We manufacture the same description of cotton
and woollen fabrics.the same kinds and many additional
kinds of labor-saving machinery. We have Inexhaustible
uppllea of superior opal and of metallie ores, each and ail

at which oan be brought to tbe prepared condition for eale
at a cost regularly lessening as die prloe of labor is becomingnearer equalised hi the two countries. There to now a
rapid tendency to this equality. The price of labor to augmentingin Europe, while It is somewhat decreasing with us,and will continue to decrease as new railroads bring nsw
lands Into profitable production and cheap and sare transportationon our interior waters shall reduoe and equal Ixe the
cost of the nsoessartes of life.
The aggregate of our foreign commerce for the year 1870

was $969,469,730. Tbe aggregate of that or England In 1838,the period or commencing steam enterprise, was $798,743,897.At that period England had al! her elements of commerce
ready, but required more rapid means of reaching and crestingmarkets to meke them a source of national wesitb. Such
is now our position.
Ws are mors than one hundred and sixty-three millions of

dollars by developed commerce In advance ol what England
was In 1838. Ws are proportionally much more In advance
of what she was at that period In manufactures and arts, but
we are In her position at that time In regard to markets and
the means of reaching them.
She bad recourse to the building of steamships, to the encouragementof her people In the formstion of lines of

steamers to distant foreign ports; but her co-ordinate departSentoof the government, the Admiralty, tbe Post OOlcs and
s Board of Trade, laid oat and formed such routes and

fixed upon such porta as seemed sdapted to tbe objects
ought. Parliament would not be confused by, nor have its
time wasted unon. the discussion of fruitless and visionary
schemes; but the well digested plena of the department*
were approved, end government aid to the extent ot, aa
atreadr stated, $li«,720,940, baa been paid In the completeeatablfebment of her commercial and mall llnea of teamlbpa, not from a alngle port, oat from the main outporte or
the country.
Routea abould be aelected with referenoe to our produotlonaand their appropriate markets.
In view of these reflectlona It la respectfully suggestedwhether we may not, by some well considered plan, estabIsh,In aid of our Industries, lines of oceao steam oommunltationwhich will place American built steamships upon

ending commercial routes, making our Atlantic and our
nam Pacific ports the tsrmlni ol such lines as shall be beet
tdepted to develops the trade of the country whloh Ilea beilndthem.
In the formation of ocean steamship route* not only tee
resent, but the future requirements of commerce should be
rell considered. Great steaming distance on any route
bould be guarded against by providing places of supply and
oallng stations. where favorably Tooalea such station*
sight becom* centra* of exchange, from whloh commerce
veuid extend to our advantage, If depots for tne reception
nd distribution ot oer products end manufactures should
e secured by leeee* or treaty stlptuataoni. Other steamship
re* could then connect to interchange their mallfi, passeseraend cargoes, thus shortening the length of run end
inking, with fewer steamers and less costly outlay, a mors
erfect circle and more frequent and profitable voyages By
ucb facilities the manufactures and products gathered at
aoh of our home port* would reach diversified and greater
'Sho'ild free ports be selected as the Interohengtng depots
r stations a concentration thereat of our product* and of
i* foreign product* to be received in ezehenge would natutllyresult.
What w* had sent and that whteh was to eome thenee to u*
ould be borne by a single and cheaper means, the profile
f th* carriage In eaoh oaae resulting to us, and the duties
> be collected on the Imports or return cargoes would probalyrepay th* amount of outlay by the .government In anytheme which may be adopted.
In tbla manner eommerce, divested of many of its burana,would yield none the lee* to the revenue* of the
runtry, while its lessened coat would rapidly Incraaa* tb*
allonal wealth.
nf mm plan, ior in miration, a «in»ie aepoi in loe miirraneanmlpbt place nor one of (he Atlantic citlei In dJreet
jnnectlon and ezchange wltn the port* of Spain, the aoulh

wan^f' Au,lrl»> Turkey, Morocco, Tunic, Tripoli,
rabla, fereia and nearly all the Kaet Indlei.
Another favorably located depot In the Weet tndlea would
»r»e «e receiving and dlatrlbutlng point for czchangea with
tch of the {aada of the (Caribbean Sea (or Weet Indleei, aa
eli ae for Columbia, Venezuela, Uulana, Brazil, Uruguay
nd the Argentine Repnblio.
To one central ' pot any or ail of our Atlantlo cltlea
jiud eetablleb (team line* which, beeldea placing any one or
lora of theee citlei in connection with the otnera in ooaet
ne roragea, wonldenable each to participate In the direct
immeroe of Iba Weal India Ialanda and tba whole liaei
>aat of South America.
Another depot property located on the American latbmua
ould, if tli.ee cltlea eilended the voyage* of their aame
learner* thereto, place each city In almoet direct trade with
le weet ooaat of South America, the weet ooaet of North
merloa and the Ialanda of the raclllo Ocean.

riosana boptkb. .

Looking to the future needa of the country, X think it

roper in tbla connection to euggeat the cnlef line* of eteam

ommunicatlon which aeem to me may gradually be eetabehed.and whloh aeem* neoeeaarr to give full ecope to our

anad Indnetrtea. There mint he a limit to our productloni
f every kind if w* fait to open to them the markew of the
rorld.
Our geographical poeltloa, 6v whloh we eoromand acceee

0 the two great ocean* and to in* population* of both
iuroM and Aal*. wiw lutar-onntinnnlal railway transit*,

I.SO.rII | >
I JHikla «, bf ttenae of mui at onr dlapoeal, to Inereaw
[ Umltl*rk#U t0t 0U* ,ur,HU* ProducUaa* Almost wtihoat

These chief lines are set forth In tbelr order and connectedIn thei appendix, and the; mar be broueht Into serrloe aa eatIndustrial resources expand from the InlUalloo of the irMMby linen of present necessity. Thl» pre ent necessity Imperativelydemands, 1 think, the Immediate erection or the fea!r^"*«iSiaS?iS52 prol,,oi our Amerl0*u lQlw~to>iI The PnolBc 111and line.
8. The Uueenslown and Llrerpool linn.4. The Oalway and Glasgow line.
J- The Southampton, Vllaalngen and Antwerp line.6. The Llxbon, Cadix and aibraltar line.Theae form only a part ot a general ayxtem of coamareowhich would encircle the world, and to the derelopmeat afwhich ayxtem their eatabliahmeat la necessary,Thla general system I bard referred to and aet forth ao »whole in the apJendlx hereunto attached.

a a

, Oil PAOiriO INTIBKBTB.
Thoae llnea which our people hare already eatablistedahould, of course, be included in any ayiitem, and ahouid bofostered to the extent uecesxary to tuxtaln them end to as*

lend their accommodation to meet the growing wants of tte
oommeroe which they opened.Our interests on the l'acitto const are growing arery year
more and more Important and diversified. They cmoraeO
already nearly erery form and variety of production, so that
even now iney mciuue an iuo oi>iiku.i nmxaurjf 10 oonoututea great agricultural, manufacturing and commeratal
nation. This moat wonderful achleremeut of modern pro*

Breu baa found expression in toe establishment of iteaan
nes aoroaa tbe Pacific Ocean, and of coast lines from Baa

Francisco to the north and aoutb. It la impossible not to mm
that a people ao orderly, energetic and powerful will at sa
early tfay require and muat hare largely lncreaaed facilities
of ooean steam tranaportatlon. Nor can wo orer-eatlmals
the great Importance and yalue to them and to us of tbetr
future commercial Intercourse with the people of tbe East
The relaaatlon of the ancient non-lnteroourae policy of theea
people, deep-seated In theoeratlo nations of goremmeet,!attribute In some degree to the Industrial achievements of
our people on the Paoitio aide of the Continent. Xueae la>
tereeting erente, which hare marked a dlatlnotlre era In oar
history, have tairly won the good offices of the govsrnmettto promote tbe well-doing of a people who hare added as
much to the national wealth and honor.
Their commercial oeeda are. In their nature,of an Impertosmcharacter. United to the older communities of the nation ahbest by exceptional means of transit, the Pacltto States amthrown baek upon their own resouroes and upon auoh retlea

as may be found In their trade with tbe Indies. Theirmm
ductlona, Increasing from day to day, hare forced the openingof new markets across an ooaan twice as broad at Iks
Atlantic. If the past la permitted to apeak for the futures
tbe extent of that trade properly fostered within the next hair
osntury can hardly bo estimated.
In submitting these "explanations and suggestions" I ham

thought it due ts our people on the other side of the Continentto submit also these reflections upon their peculiar swadltlonand olalms upon the consideration of Congresa in lha
matter of providing ways of ocean steam transportation In
connection with any general scheme of relief which mayM
TUB BOUTS*, ONOl ADOPTED, MUST BB SUSTAINED OB

BOMB FIXED SYSTEM.
Having adopted and designated tlie routes to which H Is

moot desirable to open our commerce, the government should
extend Its aid to establloh and maintain them upon bobbb
Used plan, well oonsldered In the light of the world's experience,well guarded In respect of the Interest and security ofthe government, but sufllolentJy liberal to Insure ultimate suocess.
The unparalleled success of England Is the result of oomblnedsystems of enoourasement given In various forms, btsl

all directed to the one great object of monopolising for hSB
products the markets of the world.
In the early growth of her manufactures ample protection

was given tbem by duties upon all foreign competing articles,
and then, to stimulate an export of these manufactures aas
produoe a greater demand for home labor, bounties were pal4
upon the exports, In some instances exceeding the protection!
rate, that competition should be overcome to her advantage
In the markets to be secured. This system and its marfcsli
success deserve the thoughtful attention of our own slatns
men.
But I have already said that transportation is au element oC

ftraduction.a most Important one In a country such as onrn
n natural products, but so vast in extent and so far separated
from the consuming markets of the world. Thus efficient
and consistent aid to ocean transportation is bounty Is
exports.

It would be presumptuous In me to suggest the exact directionIn whloh this aid should be given, or to what amount ad
under what safeguards; but to be efficient It must, I think*
be directed to ailtlie objects 1 have mentioned, and be sufficientlyliberal and stable to encourage the aggregation and tn
some extent secure the safety of the large capital whloh must
ne embarked by individuals, not only in the production of
ships, but tu the establishment and maintenance of the regularlines.

It has been more from want of consolidated capital la thn
large sums necessary to create steamship Hoes than the wane
of enterprise in our people that our ocean commerce has
been retarded, and this difficulty must be overcome before
positive success can be insured. While capital Is not easily
found in large and coutoiiaaied sums for new enterprisesthere is rarely a scarcity of It for sate Investment. I know
not how, otherwise than on some form of government seourlty,tills can be seoured in this direction at tbis time,
CONSISTENT WITH THE SPIRIT AND POWERS OF OVB

GOVERNMENT.
I have endeavored to show, generally, how government

of our national wealtn and power. It may certainly 6s
given without violation of constitutional principles or governmentpolicy. ,To provide and protect tne neat means of commercial
intercourse, both domestio and International, is one nt to*
direct purposes of government, for which it Is established
and to which Its resources mar properly be directed.
Our object Is the establishment of lines of ucean-colag

steamers, running out of our ports in the peaceful pursuits or
commercial enterprise, carrying our own products, but carryingalso our own bag, and available to our government tat
time ot need.
Enterprises of such magnitude are, as I havs said, inaugurated,established and carried on only at great expense

of capital.
But, Important elements of the publlo wealth and prosperity,tbey are in their nature subject to the vicissitudes «f

public polloy. They thus assume a national character aad
are the proper objects of governmental aid and direction.

THK FARTIOULAE VOBM OF AID.
The form of aid suggested.namely, either by a direct advanceof money or or government bonds, or the guarantee

by the United States of bonds of the companies to a fair
amount of the capital required for each line. This last id
urged aa the best form of aid, aa It would simplify, while to
rendered It more effective, by giving a greater stfmnlant to
each company to work out lla own success, and with such a

security and example, not only Individuals, but States anal
municipalities to he directly benefited, will be encouraged to
embark their money or their credit in these great national
enterprises.
Analogous action has already been taken by the general

and by State governments in aid of railroad enterprises er
great national value.
In addition to this assistance contracts should of course

be given to our own ships to carry our own mails.
Should Congress adopt any such commercial system as Is

here suggested the six lines mentioned as Immediately necessarywould require about thirty steamships to perform lbs
service with promptness. Tbey would probably oost franc
9 is,out),ooii to ifan, to.uoo.
The expenditure of this large amount svonld give employmentand Individual prosperity not only to those engagedm

shipbuilding, but to all others In Incident mechanic arts, and
would not, with all the great outlay In addition neoeaaary tas
the first establishment of routes, exceed the cost of a single
year's American transportation paid by our people to forsfgn
steamship linesItIs not, however, my Intention In laying these facto and
suggestions before you, in compliance with your resolution,
to do more than to direot attention to the point lor whlek we
should strive rather than expect at onoe to reach, and in
suggest the general aetlon whlfih seems to me the most prantlcalfor Its final attainment, and if I have made any enggen
tlon or given any Information which is found to be of vane
I ehall be more than repaid.

I cannot, as I have befors said, assume, even under the
sanction of your resolution, to point out or recommend In
wbat extent or under what safeguards tne government should
afford Its aoslstanoe to these objects msntionsd.
This |s wholly for tbs representatives of the people, wttta

Whom le the power and the reeponilblUty. I havs the tout
to be, very respectfully, your obedlont servant,

UEORCE M. ROBESON, secretary of the Havr.
Hon. Scut'TLtB Colfax, Vice President of the Uafced

States ana President of the Senate.

ART SALES.

The Gonpll CnlleotTnn.
The paintings which have been on exhibition at

Leavltt'e Art Rooms lor the paat week will be aoM
to-night at Clinton ilall. We have already announcedthat the retiring of one of tne partnera of
fho firm nil Arm ra*mlAra thA nnrAOArvArl baIa nf tHmmm

works necessary in order to allow of tbe closing op
of tbe accounts. Though the quality of the work*
composing tbe collection Is poor there are some
paintings of merit, which deserve attention. Among
these, Duverger's companion pictures, Vloe and
Misery," "Happiness and Industry," which convey
an unequivocal moral with lorce and directness.
Laudelle's "Prisoners in Tangiers" is a carefully
executed work, well drawn and highly tlnlshed.
borne foreign landscapes, of which we most forciblyrecall Emlie Uretou's "Village by Moonlight.'*
a picture wbtcb possesses a weird interest, and a
fresh, strongly painted picture by De Koek.
There are two ambitious historical paintings b*

Hamman, "The Battle of Hegrano," A. D. 11#1, and
the."The Blege of Sienna," A. D. 1663. Then
are a few others deserving of mention, but
we have not space. Among the pictures
there are doubtless very mauy that the would suit
public, who are not so critically exacting
as we must necessarily be, to whom this saoes
public looks for guidance and instruction. Indeed,
most of the pictures which we exclude from mentionwould not compare unfavorably with tbs
majority or works which are to be seen in ths
houses of some people who Duy pictures as they bug
furniture.simply to adorn their dwellings, without
any knowledge of their artistlo value. The sals
to-night will afford this olass an opportunity to parchaseworks which have a certain merit at reasona*
Die prloes, as the competition of the better clam of
art collectors Is not mucn to be leared, and ws
have been assured that every work will be disponed
of without reserve at the price the public wish to
offer.

Schenrk'e Auction Room.
A collection of paintings, numbering soma Hundredexamples, by native and foreign artists, win bo

offered for sale at this auction room on Thursday
and Friday. Many of the piotures are or consider,
able merit, and deserve to And ready purchaser*.
One little landscape by James Hart w fall or exqtusitefeeling, and displays that artist's rapidly lacreasingstrength and decision in co.or. sontag;
Brevoort, Shaituck, Van Btton. Ac., are also represented.

ENGLISH RAPING NOTES.

An Item in connection with etnd news In tks

English papers Is the announcement of the death off
Sunflower, who was shot a short time ago. The mar*

had reached her twenty-fifth year, and her feet wen

so fearfully crippled that she could not stand om
theui toward tne end of ner career. Sunflower
never ran in publio, and ner duties at tne stud commencedwhen she was three years old. one of aer
daughters.Sunueam.won the St. LCger lor Mr.
Merry in 1868, and the sevontoen animals which she
produced, and wno raced, won £28,o«8. she wan
tne dam of Crocus, the unlucky Sunlight, who waa
killed while runulug for tne St. Legcr.

THE COMPTROLLER'S PAYMENTS.
Comptroller Oreen made the following payment*

yesterday, via:. '«

Department of Buildings.Salaries of officers, clerks, Inspectors,Sc., for months ot October, Mnve.uber and Deotmber,1*71,980,88* 84.
Bureau or County Affairs.Salinas, January and Fab-

ruarr,H71, 91,.WO.
In addition to the above the sum of tiiso wee

pah I to 146 persons for services as Inspector*, cm*
I vaasera. poll clerks, Ac., at last election.


